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Authentic Cuban style Son fused with Salsaduende footwork. His style is noted for its smooth and 

elegant form. It’s a 4 beat dance and the Cuban way emphasises all 4 beats. There are many graceful 
movements accompanying the footwork. It is said that even Castro himself was an exponent of the 

dance. 
If you are listening to today's Salsa, you are going to find the base of Són, and you are going to hear 

Cumbia, and you are going to hear Guaracha. You will also hear some old Merengue, built-in the 
rhythm of different songs. You will hear many of the old styles somewhere within the modern beats. 

 

 
Merengue is a traditional dance from Cuba that has now expanded into the Caribbean. It is the 

national dance of Dominican Republic. 
The music is lively and happy. I defy anyone to sit still when they hear the sounds of Merengue. 

It is the easiest of all dances and since 1992 I have never failed to teach anyone how to dance it. 
 
 

I can offer private teaching in Argentine Tango, Cha cha cha, Lambada, Jive and other Ballroom styles 
to a good social level. 

 

 
A Brazilian dance with similar movements to Cuban style Salsa but with a different style of music. It is 
a joyful dance and has been introduced into the UK in the last 6 years. It's popularity is on the increase 

although there are not many classes outside the London area. 
 
 
 



Individual/Group coaching 

 
If you would like to learn in a small group then why not book a session with Richard. 

He can get you dancing within the hour and each lesson brings you a sense of achievement. They can 
be conducted at your home or by arrangement with a local dance studio. 

 
Team Building 

 
*We can motivate your team 

*Revitalise your staff 
*Develop and encourage cooperation 

*Reduce stress levels 
*Develop cohesion within the staff 

*Non competitive, so that all levels can join in 
*No age barrier 

*Basic level of fitness is all that's needed 
A value for money exercise compared to other forms of "team building" 

A fun session that brings back a smile to their faces. 
 

Wedding first dance/Parties 
Do you want to impress your friends on the “big day?” Book a series of lessons to learn an opening 

dance. You could also book a session as part of the reception. Get all the guests dancing and start the 
party off with a swing. 

Any form of party night is good to start with a fun dance session.  
 

Testimonials: 
 

“At Champneys Health resort Tring at the end of July Richard taught Cherie Blair and daughter Katherine 
how to dance Salsa. As quoted in the Richard Kay column of the Daily Mail on September 6th 2006, “it was 

the highlight “of her 9 day stay at the exclusive resort “. 
 

“ Loved the evening and he was so patient with me “…Naseem, Qatar 
 

“A big Thank You for giving us the short course in Merengue to help our first dance at our Wedding 
Reception last Saturday. It went amazingly well. Not only did we do all the right movements in the right 

order, but we actually enjoyed ourselves at the same time!”...Trevor & Hilary Jones 
 

“Richard Putko is an absolute inspiration. He has been teaching my husband and me Tango, Salsa and 
Rock & Roll. We have found Richard to be warm and encouraging with great humour. We genuinely look 
forward to his relaxed, yet highly professional coaching. 
Long may he continue to pass on his knowledge by teaching his passion- dance”. 

Jilly Johnson (Model/Actress/Writer) 
 
 

 
 



Richard Putko  
(member of Association of Salsa Professionals) 

 
 

Certificates: 
1999 June Certificate of Teaching part One C&G 7307 from West Herts College in Watford 
1989 June Ballroom and Latin American Gold Award (with Hons) from Imperial Society of Teachers of Dance 
1988 November Ballroom and Latin American Silver Award (with Hons) from Imperial Society of Teachers of 
Dance 

Experience International 
 

2013 
Thailand, Pattaya August. Teaching privately at Citin Garden Resort and various Bars in Jomtien. Mainly 
tourists from Russia and a few local people. Salsa, Bachata and Merengue 
Spain, Madrid (June) Workshops for Salsa and Tango for private group of 14 students 
2012 Cuba. Havana & Trinidad de Cuba teaching special classes for Salsa and Tango in Hotels and dance 
studios 
2011 Dominican Republic (August) Some teaching in Sosua, Cabarete and Puerta Plata 
France (June) Paris..3 days assorted teaching in various places in Tango and Salsa 
2010 Czech Republic Prague..a few hours teaching in the centre of the city, mainly Tango and one salsa 
class 
2007 Cuba- Havana and Santiago de Cuba Private lessons at Casa Granda and further study in Cuban 
style dances. 
2006 Cancun, Mexico Teaching basic Cuban style Salsa in various clubs and hotels in this metropolitan 
resort 
2005 Buenos Aires, Argentina. Teaching Salsa in San Telmo and studying Tango with some of the 
maestros  
2004 Paris, France Weekend teaching in the city as well as studying Argentine Tango 
2003 Puerta Plata, Dominican Republic Teaching at Playa Dorado and in Porto Plata as well as a dance 
demo at Villa Dorado with Fun Club dancer. 
2002 Pafos, Cyprus Some teaching in with people at King Jason Apts and also in several bars in the town. 

1999 St Johns, Antigua Private coaching for International artist Nick Maley during August plus Sunnyvale, 
California where I did several classes at a local dance centre during December 

1998 Blanes, Spain …several exhibitions and classes during the summer Havana, Cuba for 2 weeks, 
performing at the Hotel Sevilla with Los Candelas 

1997 Paris, France Dance exhibitions and coaching in for a weekend, specifically Salsa and Merengue. 



United Kingdom 
Dance evenings for International Students House, London. I began courses in Latin dances for West Herts 
College, Stanmore College and also work for YMCA centres local to Watford. SalsaDuende also ran the first 
hotel run Salsa weekend in England at the Pier Hotel, Sandown in 1999 and then ran a Salsa weekend at 
the prestigious Hotel Piccadilly in Bournemouth for August 2000. I have run dance parties for silver 
weddings, corporate functions e.g. Glaxo UK, Action Computers and a regularly participated in Watford 
Council events since 1995 Latest projects At present I am running a regular course on Sunday nights in 
Watford where I specialise in Salsa for beginners and advanced students. Some of my time is taken up with 
private lessons some of whom I can't name, however, I was teaching former top model and writer, Jilly 
Johnson and husband Ashley ;Jive and Argentine Tango which they did very well 
I also taught Cherie Blair and daughter Katherine in my class at Champneys in July 2006. 

They were good fun and did very well. Until 2008 I was the official Latin dance teacher for international 
health centre “Champneys” in Tring Hertfordshire, where I ran a regular dance evenings most 
I have run a dance night for the SIGNPOST charity in Watford and we had a fun evening teaching Salsa and 
Merengue for many of the hard working volunteers. 

This year will be some more Argentine dance workshops in and around Watford. Training I have studied 
Salsa, Lambada, and Argentine Tango with some of the most experienced teachers in the world. I spent over 
one year training with Elder Sanchez (Salsotecha) and learned Lambada with Brazilian dancer Karinna 
Rebellofor a year. 
I continue to study Argentine Tango with a variety of top professionals both here and overseas.In 2002, I had 
several private classes with Tamar Parada, recognised as one of the foremost teachers and dancers in the 
world. 

I had some lessons in Bachata in Dominican Republic with local bailador, Jose in 2003. 

In July/August 2005 I went to Buenos Aires to study Tango and to give Salsa lessons. I went to many 
teachers and was enthused with methods for Tango teaching. 

Company Aims To promote the study of Latin American dance in the authentic style. I aim to teach with fun 
and help students achieve their full potential.on. I believe that dancing is a wonderful hobby that can be 
enjoyed by everyone. My aim is to develop all my students to the best of their ability in a fun and relaxed way 

 
 


